
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

	

 
 

 
7 November 2016 
 

Dear Parents 
 
School fees for 2017 
 
School fee increases are never popular with the consumer! How I wish to communicate 
a zero or, at the very least, a minimal fee increase to the parent body. However, this is 
just not possible in this day and age. Despite stringent cost cutting and excellent 
budget control, we have had to raise school fees by 10% almost across the board.  
 
“Nenegate” did not help the school as we do increasingly purchase foreign currency in a 
number of areas – from computer licenses [>70], new software, ACSI Bible curriculum, 
cartridges for printing, photocopy consumables to CIE expenses such as staff training. 
Accurate budgeting amongst a widely fluctuating currency has become a challenge.  
 
On the positive side, by late February / early March, we should have moved the Pre 
School across to their state of the art, new facilities. We have added ±600 square 
meters of custom designed building onto the existing campus. This is no mean feat and 
it has been accomplished because of the donations by a number of individuals, soft 
loans at a low interest rate, loans where the repayment has been deferred and other 
generous repayment mechanisms. The 2017 budget incorporates the costs of the 
running of the new Pre Primary. 
 
The school has also upgraded its computer hardware in 2016 with the purchase of 20 
desktop computers and the installation of faster bandwidth by using Sprintnet Wi-Fi 
instead of the traditional ADSL lines. At present competent people are analysing the 
possible introduction of fibre optic cables. None of this is too visible but it all adds to 
the underlying quality of education experienced at ESCS. Behind the scenes, every 
fluorescent light fitting was replaced with modern LED fittings and tubes so that the 
ever-growing electricity bill can be better managed.  
 
As regards school fees, the school has also seen a growth in the number of parents 
who have availed themselves of the discount offered when the fees are prepaid in 
advance for the year. This amounts to a 5% discount in fees if paid by 10 December 
2016.  This is by far the cheapest option for parents who can afford to follow this 
route. For most, the debit order option is probably the next most affordable. If you 
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have not gone down this route please can I encourage you to contact Karl Bohler who 
manages the debit order option from our side at kbohler@escs.org.za He will also help 
you if you have any questions regarding the interpretation of the various fee-paying 
options [debit order, EFT, cash and card]. The accompanying table explains it all. 
 
Music fees have seen a minimal fee increase of <5% which is good news. 
 
As always, the school is committed to offering quality education within a discipling 
framework and the scarce Rand will always be allocated to these two core areas above 
all else. We can assure you that we will not cut key educational corners for the sake of 
balancing the budget.  
 
Karl and I will happily meet with any parent who needs to be accommodated in some 
way in order to meet the 2017 school fees. If a suitable payment arrangement can be 
made, then we will by all means consider any workable option. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Erith Budge 
Headmaster 
 
 


